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Topic or Issue 

As a parent with a child diagnosed with ASD, the 2015 deficit has created an 
achievement gap. What further impact will take place with the new budget and 
funding from the ministry? Item 4 of Budget Report presented tonight to be 
clarified. 

Details 

What existing services would new funding support as opposed to new services 
that may be key to closing the achievement gap for ASD students and students 
using Special Education services identified or not. What looks good on paper 
is disconnected from the reality that takes place in the classroom. How is 
inclusive education being delivered effectively when there is evidence of 
limited resources in the classroom? W at determines which school receives 
more resources such as books than other schools?  

Action Requested 

Should existing services be cut what new services that are cost effect can be 
useful to students with ASD and effective to other students unidentified as 
well? Given my own experience and understanding, there is no speech and 
language support for children till the end of SK as well as OT through the 
ministry. Reading programs such as Empower have limited number of students 
and the program is cut off after grade 3. Past program is limited and cut off 
after grade 6. These programs that are for a brief year and give confidence to 
students who faced setbacks is then faced with more setback in 7 and 8 
because of the misunderstanding of ASD from teachers. It is evident that the 
catching up happens in highschool which we then see the mental health issues 
in teens and the setbacks from elementary school sink in. Does the collective 
agreement hinder teachers from providing students with ASD and those 
unidentified from delivering effective resources to close the achievement gap? 
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