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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report will recommend that the date the TCDSB recognizes St. John Paul
II’s Feast Day be aligned with the date recognized by the Church; namely,
October 22", which is the date of St. John Paul II’s papal ordination.

The cumulative staff time required to prepare this report was 5 hours.
PURPOSE

This Recommendation Report is on the Order Paper of the Student
Achievement and Well-Being Committee in order to align the Feast Day that
the TCDSB’s recognizes for St. John Paul II with that of the date recognized
by the Church.

BACKGROUND

On April 20, 2011, the Board passed a motion to recognize “Blessed Pope
John Paul Il Day” on the first Monday following Divine Mercy Sunday (the
second Sunday of Easter) upon his beatification.

Pope Benedict XVI beatified Pope John Paul Il on May 1, 2011.

The City of Toronto and the Province of Ontario celebrate Pope John Paull 11
Day on April 2", which is the date of his death. (Bill 72, 2014, was an Act in
the Province of Ontario to proclaim Pope John Paul Il Day on April 2M.)

Since Pope John Paul II’s canonization on April 27", 2014, the Church
celebrates his memorial on October 22", which is the date of his papal
ordination.

EVIDENCE/RESEARCH/ANALYSIS

During the 2017-18 school year, Monday after Divine Mercy Sunday fell on
April 9" which was the Solemnity of the Annunciation of our Lord, a
celebration that takes priority over any other feast or memorial. It would be
considered inappropriate to have any other celebration in the Church on this
date.
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Since the date of Divine Mercy Sunday changes each year, depending on the
date of Easter, it has been challenging for schools to remember that the first
Monday after Divine Mercy Sunday is the date the TCDSB recognizes as St.
John Paul Il Day. The Province of Ontario, the City of Toronto and the
Church have their own dates to celebrate, which creates further confusion in
schools.

In a report to the Board on April 16, 2012, outlining resources available to
assist schools with recognizing Pope John Paul 1l Day, it was recommended
that, once the Church selected a Feast Day for Pope John Paul Il upon his
canonization, the Board align its Feast Day with that of the Church’s.

METRICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Greater observation of St. John Paul 11 Day will be evident by schools sharing
all of their initiatives, events and celebrations recognizing the feast day.

IMPLEMENTATION, STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PLAN

Schools will be advised through the Communications and the Nurturing our
Catholic Community (NOCC) Departments regarding the new date that the
TCDSB recognizes St. John Paul Il Day.

Communications will occur through emails, Director’s Bulletin, e-news,
Weekly Wrap-Ups, and through the posting of the feast day on the Board’s
website and the NOCC portal page.

Resources to support school communities in the recognition of St. John Paul
Il Day will continue to be made available through the Communications and
through the Nurturing our Catholic Community Departments.

Should October 22" fall on a weekend, schools will be invited to celebrate St.
John Paul 11 Day on the Friday prior.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the TCDSB recognizes October 22" as St. John Paul |1 Day,
aligning its celebration with that of the Church’s.
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