Special Education Superintendent Update
October 2019
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";?}‘s.nrs Six Mental Health Professional Workers hired and

o - servicing twelve high schools, delivering social-
emotional programming in classrooms and
counseling individual students.

Daily Mental Health Resources for
teachers from K-8 being piloted in our
school board currently. Resource
developed by OECTA and School Mental
Health Ontario.

TCDSB Special Education and
Community Resources Fair

SAVE-THE-DATE
November 9, 2019
9:00am-1:00pm

l|Page May 2019


https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=j44yWSLz&id=493F904A4C6B35C5CEB81CACBC685F695E4A5280&thid=OIP.j44yWSLzij2oUTaF5KxzRQHaFq&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.inlifehealthcare.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2017%2f01%2fMental-Health.jpg&exph=1384&expw=1811&q=mental+health&simid=608006165202928084&selectedIndex=3
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=UzjxJ1S2&id=C56FFD7A6C3E2BDBD4AD46D9B30D09B07D5C38CC&thid=OIP.UzjxJ1S2fHDDaAmfjwDh_AHaDi&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fhortonhighschool.ca%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2017%2f10%2fNews.jpg&exph=335&expw=700&q=news&simid=607986816425330066&selectedIndex=20
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Z3iNz0Zt&id=1393B154E4D78CFEA21DA0A71E3B9F9550FF9414&thid=OIP.Z3iNz0ZtUF9Cxw3aR0nmzAHaDD&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2ffaithhealthandwellness.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2016%2f09%2ffaith-health-wellness-header.png&exph=250&expw=605&q=faith+and+wellness&simid=608036891432125869&selectedIndex=4

2|Page

OCTOBER IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

In Canada, October is Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD} is a
neurodevelopmental disorder that includes impairments in language, communication skills, and social interactions
combined with restricted and repetitive behaviours, interests or activities.! Today prevalence rates of ASD in Canada are
approximately 1 in 66.2

Anincrease in the number of students with Autism has been observed in the Toronto Catholic District School Board.
Currently there are over 1,800 students with Autism in our schools, making this the third largest exceptionality in the
board.

The TCDSB offers a range of programs, services and resources to support students, staff and families.

q Multi-disciplinary staff on the Autism Team are available on a referral basis to help support schools and students
7 in building capacity around best practices focusing on ABA strategies.

g Connections For Students is an Ontario government initiative, intended to facilitate the transition of children
4 with Autism Spectrum Disorders from Autism Intervention Programs (AIPs} to school. This initiative partners
schools boards with AIP providers.

R The Program to Assist Social Thinking {PAST} is an elementary school program for students diagnosed with
A Asperger’s, high functioning Autism or Autism level 1. Students who are eligible are supported through a one-
day per week withdrawal program.

Information about resources available through the Autism Department are available on the board's portal
Autism Programs and Services . Resources and materials for board staff can be accessed through the board’s
intranet TCDSB Autism Services Team Site.
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Parent workshops for students transitioning into secondary school and for students transitioning into post-
secondary will be offered again this year.
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During the month of October, weekly emails will be sent to schools sharing best practices focusing on ABA
strategies.
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The following websites may be of interest for those looking to learn more about Autism.

Autism Ontario: www.gutismontario.ca
Autism Canada: www.gutismeanada.org

For additional information, please contact Autism Programs and Services at 416-222-8282 ext. 2799
Woatch out for information on events being planned for World Autism Awareness Day on Aprif 274!
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