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History of 
Out-of-
Classroom 
Learning
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Legislative 
Milestones

• 1954: Outdoor learning included in Ontario 
curriculum documents. 

• 1960: School Administration Act changes allow 
School Boards to establish school facilities for the 
purpose of natural science learning.

• 1965: School Administration Act changes allow 
School Boards with enrollment greater that 10,000 
students to purchase property in any municipality 
for the purposes of establishing a natural science 
school.

• 1965: School Boards enabled to conduct 
programs at natural science schools in co-
operation with conservation authorities. 

• 1974: School Boards can pay student board and 
lodging for natural science, conservation or other 
out-of-classroom learning. 

• 1980: School Boards can enter into agreements 
with conservation authorities for the provision of 
lands, facilities and programs related to natural 
science, conservation or other out-of-classroom 
learning program.

• 2012: $20M allocated to Outdoor Education in 
EPO grant.
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Key System 
Milestones

• 1944: London Conference on Conservation includes 
resolution related to education. 

• 1953: York Memorial Collegiate and Humber Valley 
Conservation Authority deliver first Camp School. 

• 1960: Island Natural Science School opens.

• 1963: Albion Hills Field School opens.

• 1967: TDSB purchases property that will become the 
Boyne River Natural Science School.

• 1967 – 1969: Forest Valley (TDSB), Jack Smythe 
(PDSB) and Burrlington (YRDSB) Outdoor Education 
Centres open.

• 1974: Boyd Field Centre opens under a multi-
stakeholder partnership: TRCA, TDSB, TCDSB and 
YRDSB.

• 1982: Etobicoke Outdoor Education Centre opens at 
Albion Hills Conservation Area.

• 2016: Swan Lake Outdoor Education Centre opens.
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Inventory 
of GTA 
OE 
Centres
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Current 
Outdoor 

Education 
Centres
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Day Centres: 19

Overnight Centres: 9



Outdoor Education Task Force
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Task Force 
Members

• Durham Catholic District School Board: Trustee 
Morgan Ste. Marie

• York Region District School Board: Trustee 
Cynthia Cordova 

• York Catholic District School Board: Trustee 
Jennifer Wigston

• Peel District School Board: Trustee Will Davies

• Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board: 
Trustee Frank Di Cosola

• Toronto District School Board: Trustee Anu 
Sriskandarajah

• Toronto Catholic District School Board: Trustee 
Garry Tanuan

• Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir: Chair 
Melinda Chartrand

• TRCA (City of Brampton): Regional Councillor 
Rowena Santos

• TRCA (City of Toronto): Basu Mukherjee

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 8



Mandate

• Develop a framework for the long-term provision out-of-classroom natural 
science, conservation and environmental learning to the year 2040. 

• Provide recommendations to strengthen and enable partnerships that maximize 
the value of public assets and learning infrastructure. 

• Provide expertise and recommendations that strengthen student learning 
connections between urban and natural environments.

• Provide recommendations related to long-term sustainable financial models 
and mechanisms.
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Vision Statement and Recommendations
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Outdoor Education Task Force
Vision Statement

We envision a future where…

The students of Ontario have consistent access to quality outdoor 
education. Educators have the confidence and self-efficacy to make 
environmental stewardship a pillar of their classroom pedagogy.

Trustees, in partnership with parents and guardians, and in 
cooperation with TRCA, advocate for system change in how funds are 
allocated for outdoor education. Advocacy is targeted towards an 
ecosystem of funders, like the Ontario Ministry of Education, School 
Boards, and organizations like the OPSBA, OSTA-AECO, OCSTA, 
AFOCSC, and industry, with the goal of consistent funding to support 
long-term planning and a breadth of actions that will ensure flexibility 
for classrooms and whole school boards in their delivery of outdoor 
education.

Community comes together to create a system of support ensuring 
impactful out-of-classroom learning related to natural science, 
conservation and the environment. Environmental stewardship is 
rooted in a global, interconnected understanding that is introspective: 
building an appreciation for Indigenous knowledge and communities, 
and understanding the role of colonialism on our understanding, 
behaviours and relationship with the land, and nurturing the global 
competencies to develop solutions to local, global, and intercultural 
issues related to environmental sustainability.

Generations of environmental stewards are fostered, sparked, 
nourished and sustained with outdoor education experiences; 
contributing to a citizenry with a life-long appreciation for nature and 
land, and the agencies required to take actions that ensure a viable 
future for ourselves and the environment.



Where TRCA, working with our partners, is the…

Catalyst that brings stakeholders together to foster environmental stewardship that is rooted in equity 
and anti-oppression and makes access to out-of-classroom learning related to natural science, 
conservation and the environment a reality for all students living in TRCA and school board 
communities.

Convener of important conversations and facilitator of taking actions that will link school boards to 
school boards, organizations with school boards and school boards to organizations and to TRCA -
based on valuable input from council members, community liaisons and educators. This work shifts 
the culture of the education community - with students, parents, guardians, classroom educators, 
administrators and central staff - to one that champions the importance of outdoor education.
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Recommendations

Recommendation #1: Establish Shared 
Governance Model – Natural Science and 
Education Committee as a Subcommittee of 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority’s 
Board of Directors

Recommendation #2: Establish Consistent 
Access and Curricular Standards Across TRCA 
and School Boards

Recommendation #3: Establish a Unified 
Performance Measurement System

Recommendation #4: Advance Shared-
Ownership and Access Models That Enhance 
and Sustain an Overall Out-Of-Classroom 
Learning System

Recommendation #5: Develop a Long-Term 
Equitable Access Financial Plan 
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