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Key Issue(s):

Women's History Month is formally celebrated by the Government of Canada
and by many Ontario school boards. Women's History Month is an opportunity to
celebrate the achievement of women in and beyond Canada. Women's History
Month is also an opportunity to bring attention to equity issues women continue to
experience in Canada.

Brief Summary of the Topic of Deputation:

The Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) has intermittently
recognized October as Women's History Month. The TCDSB did not in October
2021, for example, but did in October 2020. TCDSB educators have a tendency to
recognize and emphasize in their schools and classrooms what the TCDSB
formally recognizes. Not formally recognizing October as Women's History Month
in any upcoming year, like in 2021, is a missed opportunity for the TCDSB to
celebrate the achievement of women and to improve equity for women within the
broader TCDSB community.

Action Requested:

That the Toronto Catholic District School Board:

1. Recognize October 2022 and every October thereafter as Women's History
Month;

2. Recognize March 8, 2022 and every March 8 thereafter as International
Women's Day (where another specific school day will be emphasized should
March 8 be a non-school day); and

3. Establish a Women's Advisory Committee to support Women's History Month
and International Women's Day activities and other related equity activities in the
Toronto Catholic District School Board.
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