
TCDSB OBSERVANCES 
Major Religious Holiday Commemorative (Provincial/National) Dignity of the Person 

This document outlines special dates and observances that are recognized by the Toronto Catholic District 

School Board.  *indicates dates that can change each year depending on day of the week 

Access the links to jump to a month: 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

For reference, the Board celebrates a total of the following observances in a calendar year: 

• 13 Board Proclaimed Heritage Months

• 11 Observed Commemorative Months

• 144 Observance Dates

BOARD PROCLAIMED HERITAGE MONTHS 

September Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Month 

October Latin Hispanic Canadian Heritage Month 

January Tamil Heritage Month 

February African Canadian Heritage Month 

March Celtic Canadian Heritage Month 

May Asian Canadian Heritage Month 

May Polish Canadian Heritage Month 

June Filipino Canadian Heritage Month 

June Portuguese Canadian Heritage Month 

June Italian Canadian Heritage Month  

June Tamil Heritage Month 

June Indigenous History Month 

June Pride Month 
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OBSERVED COMMEMORATIVE MONTHS 

 

October Women's History Month National 

October Autism Awareness Month National 

October National Principals Month National 

October Child Abuse Prevention Month National  

October Learning Disabilities Awareness Month Provincial 

February Psychology Month  National 

March National Engineering Month National 

March Nutrition Month Board  

April   Volunteer Appreciation Month Board 

May Speech, Language and Hearing Month Board 

June National Deaf Blind Month National 
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SEPTEMBER OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Hospitali ty 

September  Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Month  Board 

September 5 International Day of Charity International 

First Monday in 

September* 

Labour Day National 

September 7 Ukrainian Heritage Day Board 

September 8 UN Literacy Day International 

First Sunday after 

Labour Day* 

Grandparents’ Day  National 

September 9 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 

Awareness Day 

Board/National 

September 10 World Suicide Prevention Day International 

September 19-20* Rosh Hashanah (Judaism - New Year) Religious 

September 25 Rowan's Law Day Provincial 

September 27-28* Yom Kippur (Judaism - Day of Atonenment) Religious 

September 30  Truth & Reconciliation Day/Orange Shirt Day National 
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OCTOBER OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Gratitude  

October   Women's History Month National 

Latin Hispanic Canadian Heritage Month Board 

Autism Awareness Month National 

National Principals Month National 

Child Abuse Prevention Month National  

Learning Disabilities Awareness Month Provincial 

October 2* Walk to School Day  Provincial 

October 2  National Custodial Workers Day National 

October 5* World Teachers Day International  

First Friday in 

October* 

Rosary Day  Board 

October 10 World Mental Health Day International  

October 11 International Day of the Girl International 

October 17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  International 

Third Week in 

October* 

Waste Reduction Week National 

School Bus Safety Week National 

October 23* Bus Driver Appreciation Day Provincial 

October 23* Take Me Outside Day National 

October 24* Early Childhood Educator and Child Care 

Worker Appreciation Day 

Provincial 

October 27 Dress Purple Day Provincial 

Last Week in 

October* 

Down Syndrome Awareness Week Board 
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NOVEMBER OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Peace Making 

November 1 All Saints Day  Religious 

November 2  All Souls Day  Religious 

First Week of 

November* 

Down Syndrome Awareness Week National 

Holocaust Education Week National 

Treaties Recognition Week National 

Take Our Kids to Work Day National 

November 11 Remembrance Day  National 

November 14* Diwali begins (Festival of Lights - Hinduism, Sikhism, 

Jainism)  

Religious 

November 16 Louis Riel Day National 

Third Week of 

November* 

Bullying Prevention and Awareness Week National 

National Holodomor Awareness Week National  

November 20 National Child Day National 

November 25 International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women 

International 
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DECEMBER OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Charity 

Last week of 

November/First 

Week of 

December* 

Advent begins Religious 

First Week of 

December*  

English as a Second Language Week Board 

December 2 International Day for the Abolition of Slavery International 

December 3 International Day of Persons with Disabilities International 

December 6 National Day of Remembrance and Action on 

Violence against Women 

National 

December 10 International Human Rights Day International 

December 11-18* Hannukah (Judaism - Festival of Lights) Religious 

December 12 National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with 

Indigenous People in Canada 

National 

December 24 Advent Ends Religious 

December 25 Christmas Holiday 

Dec 26 - Jan 1 Kwanzaa (Interfaith) Religious 
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JANUARY OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Courage  

January Tamil Heritage Month National 

January 1  World Day of Peace International 

January 6 Epiphany Religious 

January 7 Eastern Rite Christmas  Religious 

January 14 Eastern Rite New Year Religious 

January 20*  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day International 

January 24 International Day of Education International 

January 27 Family Literacy Day National 

January 27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day International 

January 29 Bell Let’s Talk Day National 
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FEBRUARY OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Love 

February African Canadian Heritage Month Board 

Psychology Month  National 

TCDSB Energy Conservation Month Board 

Inclusive Education Month National 

First Week of 

February* 

Canadian School Counselling Week National 

Interfaith Harmony Week International 

First 

Wednesday in 

February* 

Winter Walk Day National 

February 11 World Day of the Sick International  

Safer Internet Day - Canadian Centre for Child 

Protection 

National 

UN International Day of the Girl in Science International 

February 14 St. Valentine’s Day  Religious 

February 16* Shrove Tuesday Religious 

February 17* Ash Wednesday / Lent Begins Religious 

February 20 World Day of Social Justice International 

February 21 TCDSB International Language Instructors' 

Appreciation Day (International Mother Language 

Day) 

Board 

February 26 Pink Shirt Day - Antibullying National 
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MARCH OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Forgiveness 

March Celtic Canadian Heritage Month Board 

National Engineering Month National 

Nutrition Month Board  

March 2   Education Support Staff Appreciation Day Board 

March 2 – 8 National Social Work Week National 

March 3 World Wildlife Day International 

March 6 World Day of Prayer International 

March 8  International Women’s Day International 

March 21 World Down Syndrome Day International 

International Day for Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 

International 

March 22 World Water Day International 

March 23 School Crossing Guard Appreciation Day Provincial  

March 26 Purple Day – Epilepsy Awareness National 

March 27* Earth Hour (8:30-9:30) International 

March 28* Palm Sunday Religious 

March 28-29* Holi - Festival of Colours (Hinduism) Religious 

March 28 - 

April 4* 

Pesach / Passover (Judaism) Religious 
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APRIL OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Justice  

April   Volunteer Appreciation Month Board 

April 1-5* Holy Week / Easter (Catholic, Protestant) 

- Holy Thursday 

- Good Friday 

- Holy Saturday 

- Easter Sunday 

- Easter Monday 

Religious 

April 2 Autism Awareness Day  National 

Second Week of 

April* 

ShareLife Week Board 

Volunteer Appreciation Week National 

April 9 Vimy Ridge Day National 

April 10 Katyń Massacre and the Smolensk Air Disaster 

Commemoration Day 

Board 

April 13* International Day of Pink – LGBTQ Anti-bullying International 

April 12 - May 

11* 

Ramadan (Islam - Month of Fasting) Religious 

April 14 Sri Lankan, Sinhala, and Tamil New Year Board 

April 14* Vaisakhi (Sikhism) Religious 

April 22 Earth Day National 

School Clean Up Day National 

Administrative Assistants Day National 

Last Week of 

April* 

Angel Brigade Week Board 

April 27* Yom Hashoah* (Judaism) Religioud 

April 28 Educational Assistants Appreciation Day National 

April 30* Easter Rite - Good Friday Religious 
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MAY OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Compassion 

May Speech, Language and Hearing Month Board 

Asian Canadian Heritage Month Board 

Polish Canadian Heritage Month Board 

May 1 World Principals’ Day International 

May 2 Pascha / Easter (Orthodox Christian) Religious 

May 3  TCDSB Polish Heritage Day Board 

May 3 World Day of Prayer for Vocations International 

1st Week of May* Catholic Education Week 

 - Province Wide Mass & Peace Walk (Tuesday) 

Provincial 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week National 

May 9 Mother’s Day* International 

2nd Week of May* Respect for Life Week National 

May 12 Day of Action on Litter Provincial 

May 13* Eid-al-Fitr (Islam) Religious 

May 14 Children and Youth in Care Day  

 

Provincial 

May 15 International Day of Families International 

May 16 Newcomer Day (Toronto) City  

May 17 International Day Against Homophobia, 

Transphobia, and Biphobia 

International 

May 23* Pentecost (Roman Catholic, Protestant) Religious 

May 24* Victoria Day National 

May 27 Brain Cancer Awareness Grey Day Board/City 

Last Week of May*  Digital Literacy Week City  

Bike to School Week National 
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May 29* World Catholic Education Day  International 

May 30 Trinity Sunday (Catholic, Protestant) Religious 
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JUNE OBSERVANCES  
Virtue: Faithfulness 

June  Filipino Canadian Heritage Month Board 

Portuguese Canadian Heritage Month Board 

Italian Canadian Heritage Month   Board 

National Deaf Blind Month National 

Indigenous History Month National 

Pride Month National 

1st Week of June*  Indigenous Education Week National 

National Accessibility Week National 

June 3 Corpus Christi (Catholic) 

Clean Air Day 

International 

National 
June 5 World Environment Day International 

June 7 Filipino Heritage Day  Board 

Canadian Armed Forces Day National 

June 8  World Oceans Day International 

June 10 Ascension Day (Orthodox Christian) 

All Saints Day (Orthodox Christian) 

Religious 

June 19 World Sickle Cell Day International 

June 20 Father’s Day 

World Refugee Day 

International 

June 21  Indigenous Peoples Day National 

July* World Youth Day (every two years) International 

 Eid al-Adha Religious 

August 9 International Day of the World's Indigenous 

Peoples 

International 
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