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A.

PUBLIC

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In response to an item on the GAP pending list, staff are providing an update and
seeking clarification on next steps.

The cumulative staff time required to prepare this report was 1 hour.

B.

PURPOSE

In response to an item on the GAP pending list, staff are providing an update and
seeking clarification on next steps.

C.

D.

BACKGROUND

At the Regular Board meeting on March 24, 2022, the Board deferred debate
on a notice of motion seeking recognition of a new day to the Student
Achievement and Well-Being meeting on April 5, 2022. At that time, it was also
requested that staff come back with information about days of recognition.

At the Student Achievement and Well-Being meeting on April 5, 2022, staff
presented an information report on Days of Recognition (see Appendix A)
and the Board approved: “This report be referred to GAP to be used in the
formation of a draft policy on days and months of recognition, dedication
and/or commemoration in the TCDSB; and Staff provide a summary of the
dates and months of dedication to the Governance and Policy Committee.”

On April 19, 2022, at the GAP meeting, the Days of Recognition report was
received and referred to staff.

Following a review of Ontario school boards, there are no policies for days of
recognition, as they are identified using numerous sources including the
Ministry of Education’s school year calendar; Catholic/liturgical days of
celebration/recognition; other major religious holidays; Board proclaimed
days/heritage months; and international, federal and provincial days of
celebration/commemoration.

Staff continue to review the calendar regularly to ensure days of recognition
reflect and represent the diversity of our student body.

Approximately 165 days of recognition and heritage months are captured.

CONCLUDING STATEMENT

This report is for the information of the Board of Trustees.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/important-commemorative-days.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-celebrations-and-commemorations

