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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

To provide the Governance and Policy Committee (GAP) with information and 
recommendations for review of seven Curriculum and Program related policies. 
 
The cumulative staff time required to prepare this report was 29 hours.   
 

B. PURPOSE 
 

Following updates at the January and February 2024 GAP meetings regarding the new 
policy review process and direction to review “student facing” policies as a priority, 
staff are providing proposed workplans for Curriculum and Program policies. 

 
C. BACKGROUND 
 

Seven student facing curriculum and program related policies have been identified 
which includes Combined (Split) Grade Classes for Elementary Schools, Concussion, 
Elementary French Programming, School Excursions, Student and Program 
Assessment, Cursive Writing and Physical Activities Within the Physical and Health 
Education Programs. 

 

D. EVIDENCE/RESEARCH/ANALYSIS  
 

1. The chart below includes a list of the seven curriculum and program related 
policies, along with date of last review, and rationale for review.  

2. Five of the seven policies are recommended to be reviewed and include the 
associated workplans in Appendices A - E. 

3. Staff propose that GAP consider rescinding the Cursive Writing Policy 
(Appendix F) since the Ministry of Education updated the Grades 1 to 8 
Language curriculum that made cursive writing a requirement since the 
beginning of 2023-2024 school year 

4. Staff propose that GAP consider rescinding the Physical Activities Within the 
Physical and Health Education Programs Policy (Appendix G) since: 

i.  All Ontario school boards already follow Ontario Physical and Health 
Education Association’s (OPHEA) Physical Activity Safety Standards as 
a matter of practice and Ministry expectations; and 

ii. A jurisdictional scan of Ontario school boards resulted in no other 
boards with a standalone Physical and Health Education Programs 
Policy. 
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Policy Date of Last 
Review 

Recommendation 
for Review 

Rationale 

Appendix A - 
Combined (Split) 
Grade Classes for 
Elementary Schools 
Policy and Draft 
Workplan 
 

May 2019 Yes Meets the objective of 
reviewing within the 
five-year review cycle. 

Appendix B - 
Concussion Policy 
and Draft Workplan 

January 2019 Yes Meets the objective of 
reviewing within the 
five-year review cycle. 

Appendix C - 
Elementary French 
Programming Policy  
Draft Workplan 

October 2019 Yes Meets the objective of 
reviewing within the 
five-year review cycle. 

Appendix D - 
School Excursions 
Policy and Draft 
Workplan 

April 2019 Yes Meets the objective of 
reviewing within the five-
year review cycle. 

Appendix E - 
Student and 
Program 
Assessment Policy 
and Draft Workplan 

2019 Yes Meets the objective of 
reviewing within the five-
year review cycle. 
 
Update required to 
reflect EQAO grade 9 
math being embedded in 
grade 9 math mark. 
 
Early years screener 
requirement. 

Appendix F – 
Cursive Writing 
Policy  
 

October 2019 No Meets the objective of 
reviewing within the five-
year review cycle. 

 

Appendix G - 
Physical Activities 
Within the Physical 
and Health 
Education Programs  

November 2017 No The policy was last 
reviewed seven years 
ago. 
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E. METRICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

1. Staff will begin executing on the work plans for each recommended policy 
review, pending feedback and direction from GAP. 

 
F. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. Staff recommend that GAP approve review of the five polices and provide 

direction to staff on the associated work plans. 
2. Staff recommend the Cursive Writing Policy and Physical Activities Within the 

Physical and Health Education Programs Policy be rescinded. 
    


